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Fatal Occupational Injuries in the Virginia Beach Area — 2016

Fatal work injuries totaled 23 in 2016 for the Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News, VA-NC Metropolitan
Statistical Area, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Sheila Watkins, the Bureau’s regional
commissioner, noted that the number of work-related fatalities in the Virginia Beach area was little changed
from the previous year. Fatal occupational injuries in the Virginia Beach area have ranged from a high of 36 in
2006 to a low of 17 in 2010. (See chart 1.)

Nationwide, a total of 5,190 fatal work injuries were recorded in 2016, a 7-percent increase from the 4,836
fatal injuries reported in 2015, according to the results from the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI)
program. This was the third consecutive increase in annual workplace fatalities and the first time more than
5,000 fatalities have been recorded since 2008.

Chart 1. Total fatal occupational injuries, Virginia Beach, 2007-2016
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SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Type of incident

In the Virginia Beach area, exposure to harmful substances or environments resulted in eight fatal work
injuries and violence and other injuries by persons or animals accounted for six fatalities. These two major
categories accounted for 61 percent of all workplace fatalities in the Virginia Beach area. (See table 1.) The
number of worker deaths from exposure to harmful substances or environments increased from six in 2015,



and worker fatalities due to violence and other injuries by persons or animals was little changed. Six of the
eight fatalities in 2016 in exposure to harmful substances or environments were due to overdoses from the
non-medical use of drugs or alcohol at work.

Transportation incidents was the third-most frequent fatal work event with five fatalities, followed by falls,
slips, or trips with three fatalities. The number of worker deaths from transportation incidents declined by two
over the year, while fatalities due to falls, slips, or trips was unchanged.

Nationally, transportation incidents remained the most frequent fatal workplace event in 2016, accounting for
40 percent of fatal work injuries. (See chart 2.) Violence and other injuries by persons or animals was the
second-most frequent type of event, with 17 percent of work-related fatalities, followed by falls, slips, or trips
(16 percent) and contact with objects and equipment (15 percent).

Chart 2. Fatal occupational injuries by selected event, United States and Virginia Beach, 2016
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Industry

The private administrative and support and waste management and remediation services industry sector had
the largest number of fatalities in the Virginia Beach area with six, up from one in the previous year. (See table
2.) Inhalation of harmful substances accounted for two worker deaths in this sector in 2016.

The private manufacturing sector had four fatalities in 2016, compared to one in the previous year.

Occupation



Transportation and material moving occupations and construction and extraction occupations had the highest
numbers of workplace fatalities with six and five, respectively. (See table 3.) Half of the fatalities within the
transportation and material moving group were heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers (3). Construction
laborers accounted for three of the five fatalities in the construction and extraction occupations group.

Contracted Workers

A contracted worker is defined as a worker employed by one firm but working at the behest of another firm
that exercises overall responsibility for the operations at the site of the fatal injury. In 2016, Virginia Beach
had three fatally-injured workers identified as fitting the contracted worker criteria.

Additional highlights

* Men accounted for 91 percent of the work-related fatalities in the Virginia Beach area, similar to the 93-
percent national share. (See table 4.) Violence and other injuries by persons or animals and exposure to
harmful substances or environments each accounted for six of the fatalities for men in the Virginia Beach area.

* White, non-Hispanic workers accounted for 61 percent of those who died from a workplace injury.
Nationwide, this group accounted for 67 percent of work-related deaths. The share of fatalities among black or
African-American non-Hispanic workers was 30 percent in the Virginia Beach area, compared to 11 percent
nationwide.

» Workers 25-54 years old accounted for 61 percent of the area’s work-related fatalities in 2016, compared to 57
percent of on-the-job fatalities nationally.

* Of the 23 fatally-injured workers in the Virginia Beach area, 83 percent worked for wages and salaries; the
remainder were self-employed. The most frequent fatal event for wage and salary workers was exposure to
harmful substances or environments, while for the self-employed it was violence and other injuries by persons
or animals.

* Thirty percent of workplace fatalities in the Virginia Beach area occurred on a Tuesday. This day accounted for
16 percent of workplace fatalities nationally.

Technical Note

Background of the program. The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the BLS
Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program, compiles a count of all fatal work injuries
occurring in the U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI program uses diverse state, federal, and independent
data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries. This ensures counts are as complete and
accurate as possible. Nationwide, for the 2016 data, over 23,300 unique source documents were reviewed as
part of the data collection process. For technical information and definitions for CFOI, please go to the BLS
Handbook of Methods on the BLS website at www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoi/home.htm.

Federal/State agency coverage. The CFOI includes data for all fatal work injuries, even those that may be
outside the scope of other agencies or regulatory coverage. Thus, any comparison between the BLS fatality
census counts and those released by other agencies should take into account the different coverage
requirements and definitions being used by each agency. More on the scope of CFOI can be found at
www.bls.gov/iif/cfoiscope.htm.

Acknowledgments. BLS thanks the Virginia Department of Labor and Industry and the North Carolina
Department of Labor for their efforts in collecting accurate, comprehensive, and useful data on fatal work
injuries. BLS also appreciates the efforts of all federal, state, local, and private sector entities that provided
source documents used to identify fatal work injuries. Among these agencies are the Occupational Safety and
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Health Administration; the National Transportation Safety Board; the U.S. Coast Guard; the Mine Safety and
Health Administration; the Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs (Federal Employees' Compensation
and Longshore and Harbor Workers' Compensation divisions); the Federal Railroad Administration; the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration; state vital statistics registrars, coroners, and medical
examiners; state departments of health, labor, and industrial relations and workers' compensation agencies;
state and local police departments; and state farm bureaus.

Area definitions. The substate area data published in this release reflect the standards and definitions
established by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, Bulletin Number 13-01, February 2013. A detailed
list of the geographic definitions is available at www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm.

The Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News, VA-NC Metropolitan Statistical Area consists of Currituck
and Gates Counties in North Carolina; Gloucester, Isle of Wight, James City, Mathews, and York Counties in
Virginia; and Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk, Poquoson, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Virginia
Beach, and Williamsburg Cities in Virginia.

Information in this release is available to sensory-impaired individuals. Voice phone: (202) 691-5200; Federal
Relay Service: (800) 877-8339.


https://www.bls.gov/lau/lausmsa.htm

Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by event, Virginia Beach, VA, 2015-16

2015 2016
Event or exposure (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 22 23 100
Violence and other injuries by persons or @nimals.............ccoocuiiiiiiiiiiie e 5 6 26
Intentional iNJUIY DY PEISON ......coiuiiiiiiiie ettt et 5 5 22
HOMUCIAES ...ttt sttt sae e st be e saeeane e 2 4 17
Shooting by other person—intentional ... 1 3 13
Injury by person—unintentional or intent UNKNOWN ............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e - 1 4
Self-inflicted injury—unintentional or intent UNKNOWN ...t - 1 4
Self-inflicted shooting—unintentional ...............cccoiiiiiiiiii e - 1 4
TransSportation INCIAENTS .........oiiiiiiiie ettt sttt et 7 5 22
Pedestrian vehicular iINCIENT ............ooiiiiii e - 1 4
Pedestrian struck by vehicle in nonroadway area.............cocceiieiiiiiieiiiiee e - 1 4
Pedestrian struck by forward-moving vehicle in nonroadway area...........cccccccceeeeiveenes - 1 4
Roadway incident involving motorized land Vehicle ..............ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3 4 17
Roadway collision with other VEhiCle............ocooiiiiiiii e 1 4
Roadway collision moving in opposite directions, oncComing ..........ccccceveviieeeiiieencieenns - 1 4
Roadway collision with object other than vehicle ..............cocooiiiiiie 3 3 13
Vehicle struck object or animal on side of roadway ...........cccceeieiiieiiiiiieseeeeen 3 3 13
L 1| 1o TR (o T PSPPSRI 3 3 13
Fall 10 TOWET IEVEL......eeieiiiieee ettt ettt ettt 3 3 13
Other fall 10 JOWET IVEI.......couiiiiiii e 3 3 13
Exposure to harmful substances or enVironmMEeNts ............coceiiiiiiiiiiinicie e 6 8 35
Exposure to other harmful SUDSTANCES...........coiiiiiiiiii e - 8 35
Nonmedical use of drugs or alcohol unintentional overdose.............ccoveeiieiiienieiiienecneeee - 6 26
Inhalation of harmful SUDSEANCE ..ot - 2 9
Inhalation of harmful substance single epiSOde ...........ccceioiiiiiiiiiiiiii e - 2 9
Footnotes:

(1) Based on the BLS Occupational Injury and lliness Classification System (OIlICS) 2.01 implemented for 2011 data forward.

NOTE: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or
data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Virginia Beach, VA, 2015-16

2015 2016
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 22 23 100
PrIVAte INAUSTIY ...ttt ettt et e bttt et et eaees 20 21 91
(€ e ole ol oTe 18 le1] 4T TSSOSO 8 6 26
MANUFACTUIING . ...ttt ettt ae e s sne e 1 4 17
Nonmetallic mineral product manufacturing............ccocceeriiiieenieiiccee e - 2 9
Cement and concrete product manufacturing ...........coceeevereeiieeiieenie e - 2 9
Ready-mix concrete manufacturing............ccoccveriiriieiieiiieneecceeeee - 1 4
Other concrete product manufacturing.........cccceeoeeieiiiinicnce e - 1 4
Transportation equipment Manufacturing..........cccceoiieiiiiiciiii e 1 2 9
Ship and boat BUIlAING ........coeiiiiii e 1 2 9
Ship and boat building...........coiiiiiiii e 1 2 9
Ship building and repairing............cccoeeiiiiiiii e 1 2 9
SEIVICE PrOVIAING ... vttt ettt ettt ettt e ea bttt et e et e e bt et e e b e e nbeeseee s 12 15 65
Trade, transportation, and ULIlItIES ............ccueieiiiie e 5 5 22
RETAI TrAdE ... 1 2 9
Food and beverage StOres ............oouiiiiiiiiiiie s - 2 9
GIOCEIY STOTES ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e - 2 9
CONVENIENECE STOMES........eiiitiiiieciiiet ettt - 2 9
Transportation and War€hOUSING ..........cccuiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 4 3 13
Truck transSPOrtation............ooiiiiiii 4 - -
General freight truCKINgG .........eoiiiii e 3 - -
General freight trucking, long-distance............ccccccoiiiniiiiiiieiicccecee - 1 4
General freight trucking, long-distance, truckload..............cccccccvveennen.. 1 4
Transit and ground passenger transportation ...........cccccooeerieiiienie e - 1 4
Taxi and liMOUSINE SEIVICE .......cceiiiiiiiiiiieie e - 1 4
TAXI SEIVICE ...ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt - 1 4
Professional and bUSINESS SEIVICES ........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei e - 6 26
Administrative and support and waste management and remediation services .............. 1 6 26
Administrative and SUPPOIt SEIVICES.......cc.ciriiiiiiiiiiie et 1 4 17
EMPIlOYMENE SEIVICES ......eoiiiiiiiiiiete e - 1 4
Temporary help SEIVICES ......c.coiuiiiiiiiiiiie e - 1 4
Investigation and SecuUrity SEIVICES. ........cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 1 1 4
Investigation, guard, and armored car SErviCes ..........cccocveerviveenieeercieenns 1 1 4
Security guards and patrol SErviCes ...........cccovuvrviieniiiiiiieieee e 1 1 4
Services to buildings and dwellings.............ccooiiiiiiiiiii e - 2 9
LandsCaping SEIVICES .........cciiiiiiiiiieecie ettt - 1 4
Waste management and remediation SErViCeS ...........cccveriiriuiiiiiiiii i - 2 9
Waste treatment and diSpoSal..........coceeiiiiiiiiiiiienieeeee e - 2 9
Waste treatment and diSposal...........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e - 2 9
Solid waste 1andfill............ccooiiiiii e - 2 9
Leisure @and hOSPItalify.........c.coriiiiiiiie e 3 3 13
Accommodation and fOOd SEIVICES ..........cccuiriiiiiiiiiiie e - 3 13
Food services and drinking PlaCes .............oouieiiiiiiiiieie e 1 3 13
Restaurants and other eating places..........cccccovieiiiiiiiie i 1 3 13
Restaurants and other eating places...........cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiinicicceeeee 1 3 13
Full-service restaurants.............cocooiiiiieiiiinieneeeee e - 2 9
Other services, except public administration.............c.ccoociiiiiiii e 2 1 4
Personal and [aundry SEIVICES ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeriee e 1 1 4
Personal Care SErVICES .........coiuuiiiiiiiiiiie ittt 1 1 4
Hair, nail, and skin Care SErviCeS..........ccocvuvieeiiiecieiee e 1 1 4
Barber ShOPS .......coitiiiiiiieee 1 1 4
GOVEIMMENE ) L ..ottt sn ettt 2 2 9
Federal QOVEIMMENT ... ..ottt s bt e e sane e e e nneeenee 2 2 9
Service providing............... 2 2 9
Public administration ... 2 2 9
Administration of CONOMIC ProgramS ..........cuiiiiiiiiiie et - 1 4

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries by industry, Virginia Beach, VA, 2015-16 - Continued

2015 2016
Industry (1)
Number Number Percent

Administration of €cONOMIC ProgramsS ...........oecuieriieriiiieesie e 1 4
Regulation and administration of transportation programs ............ccccceee.. - 1 4
National security and international affairs ............cccoevieiiiiiiieie 2 1 4
National security and international affairs ...........c.c.cooeiiiiiiine 2 1 4
NatioNal SECUNILY ......eeiiiiiiiiiiee e 2 1 4

Footnotes:

(1) Industry data are based on the North American Industry Classification System, 2012.

(2) Includes fatal injuries to workers employed by governmental organizations regardless of industry. Includes all fatal occupational injuries meeting
this ownership criterion across all specified years, regardless of industry classification system.

Note: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or
data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Virginia Beach, VA, 2015-16

2015 2016
Occupation(")
Number Number Percent

o] ¢ SR 22 23 100
Management, business, science, and arts OCCUPALIONS...........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiriiier e - 1 4
Management, business, and financial 0CCUPAtIONS............c.coiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 1 1 4
Management OCCUPALIONS .........oiiiiiiiiiii ettt 1 1 4
Other management OCCUPALIONS .........oiuiiiiiiii it 1 1 4
FOOd SErvVICE MANAJETS ........ccuiiiiiiiii ittt - 1 4
FOOd SErvViCE MANAJGETS........eiitiiiiiiiiieciee et - 1 4
SEIVICE OCCUPATIONS ...ttt ettt et sa ettt sae et et e st et e e seeeeaneebee e 4 6 26
Protective Service 0CCUPALIONS ...........ciiuiiiiiiiiei ettt - 1 4
Other protective SErVICE WOIKETS ...........ieeiiie ettt e e e e e e naeeens - 1 4
Security guards and gaming surveillance officers...........cccovvvviiiiiiicie i - 1 4
SECUNLY QUANAS ...ttt ettt - 1 4
Food preparation and serving related occupations .............coccveeiiee e - 1 4
Food and beverage Serving WOTKEIS ..........ccouiiiiiiiiiiieiee e - 1 4
Walters @nd WaItFESSES ........uieiiiieeiiiieesiiie e etie et e et e e ee e e ee e e snaee e sneeeenneeeeeneeeennnes - 1 4
Waiters and WaIFESSES ........ceeieiiieiiieeiiie e esee e se e seee et e e s nneeeennees - 1 4
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations ..........cc.ccceceeieenieiienneeneeene - 3 13
Supervisors, building and grounds cleaning and maintenance workers................c.cc....... - 1 4
First-line supervisors/managers, building and grounds cleaning and maintenance _ 1 4

WOTKEIS ..ttt ettt ettt e ettt e et et e et e e e bt e e e nt e e e e abe e e eanbeeeamneeesabeeeeanneeeenneeaannes
First-line supervisors of landscaping, lawn service, and groundskeeping R 1 4

WOTKEIS ... teeesteeeetee et e ettt e e et e e et e e e s ateeeesteeesnsee e e nseeesnnaeeesaeeesnsaeennseeeannseeennnen
Building cleaning and pest coNtrol WOTKErS .............coouiiiiiiiiiiieiieece e - 1 4
Building cleaning workers..... - 1 4
Grounds maintenance workers - 1 4
Grounds MaiNtENANCE WOTKETS .......cccueireeiiieeiiieecieeesieeeseteeesieee e s e e aneeesnneeeeaaeeeeas - 1 4
Landscaping and groundskeeping workers... - 1 4
Personal care and Service 0CCUPALIONS.........cciiiiiiiiiiierieiie e 2 1 4
Personal appearanCe WOTKETS...........coiiiiiiiiieiieiie et 1 1 4
Barbers and cosmetologists .... 1 1 4
(22 T4 oY R 1 1 4
Sales and Office OCCUPALIONS........c.uiiiiiiiiit ettt ettt - 3 13
Sales and related occupations .... - 2 9
SUPETIVISOTS, SAIES WOTKETS .......eiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt - 1 4
First-line supervisors/managers, sales WOIKEIS ...........cccceeeiiiieeniiee e esiee e - 1 4
First-line supervisors of retail sales workers . - 1 4
REtall SAIES WOTKETS .......eieeeeeie ettt e e et e et e e snee e eesaee e saneeeesaeeannes - 1 4
(02T 11T =SS - 1 4
Cashiers ......occceeveiveeiie e - 1 4
Office and administrative support 0CCUPAtioNS..........ccoviiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 4
Material recording, scheduling, dispatching, and distributing workers..............cccocevieas - 1 4
DispatChers ........c.oociiiiiiiiee e - 1 4
Dispatchers, except police, fire, and ambulance..............cccceveveiciieiiie e - 1 4
Natural resources, construction, and maintenance 0CCUPatioNS............ccccueiiieiieiiicniesee e 10 5 22
Construction and extraction occupations .... 6 5 22
CoNStruction trades WOTKETS. ......ccuiieiiiie ettt e e e tee e e eeeneeeesneeeens 6 5 22
[0 0 1S) (o3 1T g TN F=1 o To ) = SR - 3 13
Construction laborers .......... - 3 13
Construction equipMEeNt OPErators ...........cooiiiiiiiiiiieiie e - 1 4
Operating engineers and other construction equipment operators.................... - 1 4
Insulation WOrkers ...........ccceccueeeviieeniiiesciee s - 1 4
Insulation workers, floor, ceiling, and wall - 1 4
Production, transportation, and material moving 0CCUPAtiONS ...........coceeiiiiiiiinieiieeee e 4 7 30
Production occupations................... - 1 4
Other production occupations - 1 4
Miscellaneous production WOIKETS ..........c.c.oiiiiiiiiiieiies e - 1 4
Transportation and material moving occupations 4 6 26

Note: See footnotes at end of table.



Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries by occupation, Virginia Beach, VA, 2015-16 - Continued

2015 2016
Occupation(")
Number Number Percent
Motor VEhICIE OPErators.........ocuiiiiiiiieiie e e 3 4 17
Driver/sales workers and truck driVers ...........ccccoviiiiiie e e e 3 4 17
DriVEr/SAIES WOTKETS .......viie e eeiiee ettt s e et e s e e s e e et e e enteeeaneeeennneee e - 1 4
Heavy and tractor-trailer truck drivers ............ccoceeiiiiiieniiiiereeeee e 3 3 13
Water transportation WOTKETS ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiii e - 1 4
Sailors and Maring OIErS ...........oeeiiiiiiie e eneeas - 1 4
Sailors and Maring OIlErS ..........eeeiiieiie e - 1 4
MilItary OCCUPALIONS (2)...........ouiiiiiiieiieieeeieececee ettt ettt es s 2 1 4

Footnotes:

(1) Occupation data are based on the Standard Occupational Classification system, 2010.

(2) Includes fatal injuries to persons identified as resident armed forces regardless of individual occupation listed.

Note: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals

because of rounding. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or
data that do not meet publication criteria.



Table 4. Fatal occupational injuries by worker characteristics, Virginia Beach, VA, 2015-16

o 2015 2016
Worker characteristic
Number Number Percent
o] ¢ SR 22 23 100

Employee status

Wage and salary workers () 19 19 83

SEIf-EMPIOYEA @) ...ttt n s 3 4 17
Gender

LAY o] 14 T= o TP PU PP UPPPSPPIN - 2 9

VBN ettt bt h Rt et e e R e e e Rt bt e r bt e n et aneen 22 21 91
Age

2010 24 YRAIS ... eueee ettt ettt e e e b et e e he e e e e be e e e bt e e enbe e e aabe e e abe e e e beeeenareeeas - 2 9

2510 34 YIS ...ttt e b e e e he e e e et e e e e bt e e ehbe e e ahb e e e aabt e e e beeeeaaree s 4 3 13

35 10 44 YRAIS ...ttt b e ettt e e bt e e et e e e e be e e nnteeanrneeaaaee 7 6 26

A5 10 54 YRAIS ... ueeee ettt ettt e b et e bt e e e et e e e e he e e e ate e e ahb e e e abe e e e beeeenareeaas 3 5 22

TSR (ol G 7 Y= T- < T PP PRTPRRPPN 5 6 26

T TSI 1oL o Y= PP TRRRPN 1 1 4
Race or ethnic origin 4)

WHhite (NON=-HISPANIC).....ceitiieiiiie ettt et et e e et e e e bt e e ente e e ane e e e smneeeaneeaenneeeens 14 14 61

Black or African-American (non-Hispanic) 7 7 30

Footnotes:
(1) May include volunteers and workers receiving other types of compensation.

(2) Includes self-employed workers, owners of unincorporated businesses and farms, paid and unpaid family workers, and may include some owners

of incorporated businesses or members of partnerships.
(3) Information may not be available for all age groups.

(4) Persons identified as Hispanic or Latino may be of any race. The race categories shown exclude data for Hispanics and Latinos.
Note: Data for all years are final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Percentages may not add to totals
because of rounding. CFOI fatal injury counts exclude illness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event. Dashes indicate no data reported or

data that do not meet publication criteria.
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